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ur school is in Stepney, an area of East London 
characterised by great diversity and rapid change. 
Stepney is a focus for exciting regeneration projects and 

is a short distance from Canary Wharf. 

Halley is a purpose-built Tower Hamlets community school and is 
barrier-free. We work hard to ensure that the school site provides 
easy access for pupils and other people with physical disabilities. 

Ours is a small and happy school where children and their families 
are made to feel welcome and cared for. 

At Halley we are committed to learning which broadens every 
dimension of our children. We want them to develop socially, 
emotionally, morally, creatively, physically, spiritually and 
academically – ready to make a positive contribution to society  
and succeed in life.

We believe that the key to this success is excellent teaching within 
a rich and varied curriculum that excites, challenges and broadens 
childrens’ horizons.

Halley has a strong commitment to inclusion and we have a large 
team of specialist and support staff working with pupils who have 
special educational needs. We work extremely hard to look at each 
child’s abilities and to challenge and stretch every one of them.

Principles of the School:

encourage independence 
good time-management 
clear communication 
achievement for all 
strong relationships 
equal opportunities and respect 
a secure learning environment

it cares ...

Including all learners and achieving great things
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veryone is different, everyone is special and everyone 
is included. At Halley we take time to get to know our 
families and members of staff well and to share and 

celebrate special times with them.

Everybody works hard at Halley and that includes our families.  
We invite parents to have fun and to learn alongside their children 
as much as possible.

Children are encouraged to understand the part they play in 
the school community and in their class teams and to develop 
appropriate skills for working and learning together such as:

• how to listen 
• how to co-operate 
• how to challenge without aggression 
• how to summarise 
• how to clarify

Pupils set targets for improving their learning and these are shared 
at parent conferences.

Every member of the staff team sets professional development 
targets each year and works towards achieving these in order to 
improve the quality of their work in school.

Leadership within the school is also very important. We have a clear 
idea of how we want Halley to grow and develop, with roles and 
responsibilities structured to achieving this vision. We are always 
keen to hear what impression people form of the school and  
to share ideas as to how we can improve in order to  
make things even better for everybody.

Everyone is a member of the team

Community Links
The school has well established links 
with the local business community.

Unilever works with us to provide 
‘number partners’ for pupils as well as 
leadership and curriculum support. 
Unilever has also helped the school to 
form links with Cokomfeni School in 
the Eastern Cape area of South Africa.

Marsh provides ‘reading partners’ 
who visit the school to read and talk 
about books with pupils.

We also benefit from our supportive 
links with Ocean NDC, Stepney Green 
Maths and Computing College and the 
Ragged School Museum.

School Outfit
“Show us that you belong to the 
team…wear your Halley outfit with 
pride every day.”

The Halley school outfit is practical 
and smart. It is available to buy from 
the school.
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Enjoy and Achieve

veryone at Halley is committed to achieving the very  
best for our children and their families. We start by ensuring 
that the learning environment is calm, well organised  

and well maintained and we make sure that the children are 
taught really well.

We believe that successful learners enjoy learning. When we talk 
about learners at Halley we mean pupils, their teachers, support staff, 
governors and families too – a community of learners. We want our 
children to remember what they have learned at Halley and to build 
upon it in the future. We try to make every day an exciting one for our 
pupils and staff.

We are aware that children learn in a variety of ways, and we seek 
to include this knowledge in our planning and teaching. We connect 
what we teach with what the children already know and understand, 
and ensure that time is available for thinking and review. We give 
the children feedback on their progress and development with clear 
indications of how they can improve.

Our curriculum is carefully planned to ensure that pupils learn from 
first-hand experiences, be they within the school or further afield at a 
museum, gallery, theatre or place of worship. We also plan for visitors 
to come into school to work alongside the children.

We make learning meaningful by exploiting the links between 
different areas in creative and imaginative ways and we also make 
the best use of technology to support the pupils and the adults. Our 
classrooms have interactive whiteboards, PCs, laptops and digital 
cameras. Younger children learn to programme electronic toys and 
older ones to make videos; everybody learns to make good use of a 
computer and to find their way around the internet.

We are proud of our school grounds which have been developed to 
ensure that all pupils have stimulating and happy playtimes, be it 
playing games, talking to their friends or spending time in the calm, 
peaceful Japanese garden.
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Clubs and after school activities
We extend the children’s learning 
by providing a range of clubs and 
activities within school and in the  
local area.

We encourage the children to develop 
new skills, to pursue new interests 
and to make full use of the school and 
its facilities

Clubs usually run for a term and are 
likely to include sporting activities, 
dance, computers, clay, ‘fiddly-
fingers’, homework, story-telling and 
even a Japanese cultural club. 

Suggestions for new clubs are always 
welcome so please let us know if you 
have a good idea.
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A safe school…

CCTV
Secure perimeter fencing

Carefuly monitored access to the school 
Well-maintained grounds and school building 

Rigorous risk assessments and Health & Safety checks 
Clear procedures for managing and reporting accidents

Child Protection Policy and staff training 
CRB Checks for all staff and volunteers 

Internet Acceptable Use Policy 
Trained First-Aiders
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Our Golden Rules

DO…
• Be gentle
• Be kind and helpful
• Work hard
• Look after property
• Listen to people
• Be honest

DON’T… 
• Hurt anybody
• Hurt people’s feelings
• Waste your time or other people’s
• Waste or damage things
• Interrupt
• Cover up the truth

Happy, safe and healthy lives

e know that children learn best when they feel  
safe and secure. That’s why we take our duty of  
care very seriously.

We do our absolute best to minimise any potential risks to pupils 
when they are at school or taking part in off-site visits. We don’t 
tolerate bullying, racism or any other kind of discrimination.

We believe that respect should be at the heart of all relationships.  
We encourage children and adults to find out about and appreciate 
each other’s beliefs, opinions and feelings. We also treat property, 
the school itself, the environment and members of our local 
community with respect.

We work hard to ensure that we communicate well with health 
professionals who are involved in the lives of our children and their 
families. We promote learning about healthy lifestyles, balanced 
diets, emotional well-being and physical activity.
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Taking responsibility and making a difference

The School Council
The School Council is a really 
important body at Halley. It is made up 
of a group of elected representatives 
from the classes and is supported by 
the link teacher. 

The Council meets each week to 
discuss ideas and opinions raised in 
class meetings. The school also uses 
the School Council as a ‘sounding 
board’ for new ideas and practices.

Members of the Council take turns to 
chair the meetings and minutes are 
always displayed on the notice board.

The School Council has been involved 
in some significant activities such 
as the development of our Japanese 
garden, fundraising events and 
the appointment of our Deputy 
Headteacher.

he people at Halley are caring, 
friendly, hard working and we value 
achievement and high standards. In 

order for this to continue we have very clear 
expectations of the behaviour we expect 
from children and adults. Our agreements 
are written down in the school’s Behaviour 
Policy which is called ‘Great Expectations’. 
Please ask for a copy if you would like one.

We encourage all pupils at Halley to take responsibility, whether it 
be getting organised at home to bring what they need to school or 
volunteering for a specific role within their class or the school.

From this develops an awareness of the responsibilities we all have 
to our local community and ultimately the wider world. We want 
pupils and staff at Halley to believe that they can and they do make  
a positive difference to the world we live in.

Playground Friends 
Older children are given the opportunity to apply and be interviewed 
for the role of Playground Friend.

If successful, their job is to support the play of younger pupils at 
playtimes. They are provided with training in how to organise 
playground games, how to keep an eye out for people who are not 
enjoying playtimes and what to do if things go wrong.

Current Playground Friends have their photos on display in the 
corridor. Their hard work and commitment to the school is always 
recognised in a special assembly, because they really do make  
a difference.
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Halley Primary School

Halley Street, London, E14 7SS
tel 020 7265 8061  fax 020 7702 7637 

email admin@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk

www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk


